
OPEN LETTER

05 April, 2024

Subject: Urgent Call to Prioritise Human Rights and Environmental Protection in Light of the Recent

UN Report on Fisheries and the right to food in the context of climate change.

To Global Leaders,

In light of States’ longstanding international human rights and environmental obligations, the

undersigned organisations call on all States to take urgent action to halt the mounting threat that

offshore oil and gas activities pose to oceans, and the coastal and Indigenous communities they

support.

The recent United Nations report on Fisheries and the right to food in the context of climate change

highlights the grave impacts of offshore oil and gas activity on the human rights of communities in

vulnerable situations, particularly those dependent on artisanal and small-scale fisheries. Oil and gas

projects in and on the oceans contribute to degradation of the marine environment, including the

loss of biodiversity and the imbalance of ecosystems. They also exacerbate the socio-economic

vulnerabilities of fishing communities, undermining their access to a safe, healthy, and sustainable

food supply. With over 30% of new oil and gas projects occurring in the world’s oceans, alongside a

massive buildout of coastal infrastructure and shipping routes due to LNG production, ending

offshore oil and gas activity is essential to keeping global temperature rise below 1.5C and avoiding

the worst of climate chaos.

It is evident that the livelihoods, cultural identities, and basic human rights of small-scale fishing

communities are at stake, and that immediate and comprehensive measures must be taken to

address these issues, especially as they face increasing cumulative challenges such as climate change,

overfishing, and habitat degradation.

The UN report's recommendations urge States to ensure respect for and protection of human rights,

as well as the global climate, biodiversity, and the health of oceans by:

- rejecting the expansion of offshore oil and gas projects,

- suspending ongoing projects that are detrimental to the livelihoods of coastal communities,

- addressing climate and biodiversity impacts before approving or financing projects

- holding periodic audits of oil loading operations and compensation for coastal communities

for any environmental damage.

It is imperative that States prioritise the well-being of current and future generations by shifting

towards renewable and sustainable energy sources that do not compromise the rights of

communities in vulnerable situations and the integrity of our ecosystems. We therefore urge global

leaders to take measures to rapidly and equitably phase out oil and gas production and use, including

offshore oil and gas activity.

Upholding human rights and environmental obligations goes hand in hand with protecting the

oceans for present and future generations, and States need to take decisive actions to fulfil these

obligations, particularly in light of the growing challenges associated with climate change.

http://daccess-ods.un.org/access.nsf/Get?Open&DS=A/HRC/55/49&Lang=E
https://www.sei.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/trends-in-fossil-fuel-extraction.pdf


Sincerely,

Nikki Reisch, Director for Climate and Energy, Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL)

Lidy Nacpil, Coordinator, Asian Peoples’ Movement on Debt and Development (APMDD)

Pía Carazo, Director, Quantum Leap

Santiago Cané, Oil and Gas Coordinator, Asociación Interamericana para la Defensa del Ambiente

(AIDA)

Bantu Lukambo, Directeur Général, Innovation pour le Développement et la Protection de

l'Environnement

Kentebe Ebiaridor, Coordinator, Oilwatch International

Chris Wilke, Senior Global Advocacy Manager, Waterkeeper Alliance

Rashema Ingraham, Executive Director, Waterkeepers Bahamas

Casuarina McKinney-Lambert, Executive Director, Bahamas Reef Environment Educational foundation

(BREEF)

Mbacke Seck, Executive Director, Hann Baykeeper (Sénégal)

Daouda Gueye, Executive Director, Bargny Coast Waterkeeper (Sénégal)


