


To build capacity, a portion of the user fees
should be allocated to an international
fund, which developing countries could
access to implement plans to tackle inva-
sive alien species issues.  To enhance State
responsibility and accountability, a portion
of the user fees should be used to establish
a no-fault insurance fund from which
States injured by invasive alien species
could recover without establishing fault.
When the source of a significant harm is
clear, redress through traditional liability 
measures may be appropriate.  To facilitate
cooperation and coordination, a mecha-
nism should be developed to network
existing institutions.  

OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED IN RIO FOR THE
2002 JOHANNESBURG SUMMIT

By adopting the Convention on Biological
Diversity (CBD) at the 1992 United
Nations Conference on Environment and
Development in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, the
international community laid the ground-
work for addressing biodiversity issues,
including the problem of invasive species.
During the past ten years, Parties to the
CBD have focused primarily on develop-
ing plans, policies and guidelines for
action on these issues.   The 2002 World
Summit on Sustainable Development
should serve as an occasion to move coun-

tries toward implementation of these ideas.
By obtaining a commitment from countries
to move toward action, the World Summit
could help ensure that opportunities pro-
vided in Rio over ten years ago are finally
realized.6
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