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December 16, 2009

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
Secretary of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

The Honorable Lisa P. Jackson
Administrator

Environmental Protection Agency
Washington, D.C. 20460

Re: Your public support for congressional action on global chemical pollutants

Dear Secretary Clinton and Administrator Jackson:

We are writing to request your public support for strong legislation that will protect all
Americans from dangerous chemicals, including those known as persistent organic pollutants,
and that will enable the United States to be an international leader in eliminating the global threat
that these chemicals pose. As the international climate negotiations demonstrate, achieving
progress abroad goes hand-in-hand with America’s ability to take decisive action at home. The
same is true for controlling toxic chemical pollutants, especially those that persist in the
environment and build up in the food chain and our bodies.

The Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) provides a global
framework for eliminating the production and use of these dangerous man-made chemicals.
Because POPs can be carried by wind and water thousands of miles from where they originate,
the success of this treaty is crucial to safeguarding the health of Americans everywhere. This is
particularly important for the most vulnerable, including children and women of child-bearing
age, and for Arctic and other Indigenous communities that are exposed to very high
concentrations of POPs through fish and other traditional foods.
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The United States helped negotiate the POPs treaty, which has since been adopted by 168
Parties, including all of our major trading partners and most of the developing world. More than
five years after the POPs treaty entered into force, the United States is still not a Party, because
Congress has yet to adopt implementing legislation that would allow us to comply with the
treaty’s technical requirements. Worse still, the 1976 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA)
leaves EPA nearly powerless to restrict dangerous chemicals, including persistent, bioaccumul-
ative and toxic chemicals, here at home. Because it lacks the power to regulate them effectively,
EPA often finds itself at international meetings arguing why the United States cannot take action
on POPs, rather than working with our allies to solve the problem.

Now, for the first time in more than three decades, Congress is considering a
comprehensive overhaul of TSCA that would include giving EPA the authority to take decisive
action against POPs and other dangerous chemicals. This broad reform legislation can, and
should, contain the language needed to permit the United States to comply with the requirements
of the POPs treaty. Such language would be entirely consistent with the Obama Administration’s
recently announced “Essential Principles” for reforming TSCA, which include a call for
Congress to give EPA the tools to take timely action on priority chemicals such as POPs.

Strong TSCA reform legislation that includes EPA authority to address persistent,
bioaccumulative and toxic chemicals—coupled with succinct enabling provisions for the POPs
treaty—will empower the United States to be a leader, rather than a laggard, in phasing out
global pollutants that threaten Americans every day. We ask that you publicly support broad
TSCA reform that includes the means for EPA to protect Americans from persistent, bioaccu-
mulative toxics, and that enables the United States to tackle this critical environmental health

challenge at home and as a constructive member of the Stockholm POPs Convention.

Respectfully,

Daryl Ditz, PhD

Senior Policy Advisor

Glenn Wiser

Senior Attorney

Center for International Environmental Law
Washington, DC

Connie Parr

President

Learning Disabilities Association of America
Pittsburgh, PA

Pamela K. Miller

Executive Director

Alaska Community Action on Toxics
Anchorage, Alaska

Monique Harden

Nathalie Walker

Co-Directors and Attorneys

Advocates for Environmental Human Rights
New Orleans, LA

Nancy L. Hughes, MS, RN

Director, Center for Occupational and
Environmental Health

American Nurses Association

Silver Spring, MD

Richard Denison, PhD
Senior Scientist
Environmental Defense Fund
Washington, DC
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Mike Belliveau

Executive Director

Environmental Health Strategies Center
Bangor, ME

Jeanne Rizzo, RN
President

Breast Cancer Fund
San Francisco, CA

Kristin Schafer

Senior Policy Analyst

Pesticide Action Network North American
San Francisco, CA

Joan Blades
President
MomsRising
Berkeley, CA

Wayne Shields

CEO/President

Association of Reproductive Health
Professionals

Washington, DC

Lois Gibbs

Executive Director

Center for Health, Environment & Justice
Falls Church, VA

Peggy M. Shepard

Executive Director

WE ACT for Environmental Justice
New York, NY

David Wallinga, MD, MPA

Director Food and Health Program
Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy
Minneapolis, MN

Brenda M. Afzal, RN, MS
Board Member

Alliance of Nurses for Healthy Environments

Baltimore, MD

Barbara Warren

Executive Director

Citizens' Environmental Coalition
Albany, NY

Joyce Martin, JD

Director, Environmental Health Policy
American Association on Intellectual and
Developmental Disabilities

Washington, DC

Kathy Curtis
Policy Director
Clean New York
Schenectady, NY

Lynn Thorp

National Campaigns Coordinator
Clean Water Action

Washington DC

Sarah Uhl

Coordinator

Coalition for a Safe & Healthy Connecticut
Hartford, CT

Sharyle Patton

Director, Health and Environment Program
Commonweal

Bolinas, CA

Mike Fitts
Executive Director
Connecticut Council on Occupational Safety
and Health
Newington, CT

Becky Bornhorst
Chair

Downwinders at Risk
Dallas, TX

Anna Gilmore Hall, RN
Executive Director

Health Care Without Harm
Arlington, VA

Emily Enderle
Legislative Associate
Earthjustice
Washington, DC

Meg Sheehan
EcoLaw Massachusetts
Cambridge, MA
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Eric Uram

National Toxics Committee
Sierra Club

Madison, WI

Elizabeth Crowe

Executive Director

Kentucky Environmental Foundation
Berea, KY

Joseph H. Guth, JD, PhD

Legal Director

Science and Environmental Health Network
Albany, CA

Judy Robinson

Program Director
Environmental Health Fund
Marlboro VT

Jeannie Economos

Project Coordinator

Farmworker Association of Florida
Apopka, FL

Diane Ethier

President

Connecticut Foundation for Environmentally
Safe Schools

Pomfret, CT

Elizabeth Hitchcock

Public Health Advocate

U.S. Public Interest Research Group
Washington, DC

Amy Garcia, MS, RN

Executive Director

National Association of School Nurses
Silver Spring, MD

Lin Kaatz Chary, PhD, MPH
Indiana Toxics Action
Gary, IN

Christopher Gavigan

CEOQ / Executive Director
Healthy Child Healthy World
Los Angeles, CA

Susana Almanza

Director

People Organized in Defense of Earth and her
Resources

Austin, TX

Max Muller
Program Director
Environment Illinois
Chicago, IL

Tanya Abdul-Karim Williams, RN

Health Awareness Advisory Council
Muhammad Islamic Center of Hamden, CT
Hamden, Connecticut

Tracey Easthope, MPH

Director, Environmental Health Project
Ecology Center

Ann Arbor, Ml

Greg VanMechelen

Board Member

Architects/ Designers/ Planners for Social
Responsibility

Berkeley, CA

Matt Prindiville

Project Director, Toxics and Clean Production
Natural Resources Council of Maine

Augusta, ME

Arlene Blum, PhD

Executive Director

Green Science Policy Institute
Berkeley, California

Dona Hippert

President

Oregon Toxics Alliance
Eugene, OR

Alexandra Scranton

Director of Science and Research
Women’s Voices for the Earth
Missoula, MT



