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PRESIDENT'S
LETTER

In February, more than 175 nations came 
together to adopt a mandate to negotiate an 
ambitious, binding, and comprehensive treaty 
to confront the toxic pollution created by 
every stage of the plastics life cycle. As the 
CIEL team burst into applause along with 
the hundreds of other delegates in the room, 
we were celebrating a moment made possi-
ble by the collective work of tens of thou-
sands of people in hundreds of organizations 
in countries around the world. To deliver 
on the ambition of that mandate, it will 
take all of those people and more working 
together and more importantly, working 
for each other and not just for the treaty. 
That is the heart and essence of solidarity, 
and we’ve seen it play out again and again 
over the critical moments of the last year. 

Indeed, even as delegates in Nairobi were 
negotiating the plastics resolution, the world 
was confronted with the horror and outrage 
of Russia’s illegal and immoral invasion 
of Ukraine. In the critical hours and days 
after that invasion, CIEL staff mobilized 
rapidly to help support a growingand urgent 
movement in solidarity with the people of 
Ukraine — from supporting the Stand with 
Ukraine website that brought together 
hundreds of organizations calling for an 
end to Putin’s fossil-fueled war, to orga-
nizing more than a thousand lawyers and 

peacebuilding experts to warn against the 
profound environmental risks of the inva-
sion and highlight the deep links between 
the fossil economy and global insecurity.

As I write these words, the struggle to 
restore Ukraine’s autonomy and, critically, to 
stop Europe’s race to expand fossil infrastruc-
ture to fill the gap left by Russian oil and gas, 
is ongoing. But endurance and commitment 
lie at the very heart of solidarity. Nowhere 
is this clearer than in the United Nations 
General Assembly (UNGA)’s vote this July to 
recognize the fundamental human right to a 
clean, sustainable, and healthy environment. 
The UNGA’s decision is the latest historic 
milestone in a campaign that CIEL and our 
partners around the world have carried on 
for more than thirty years. But its success 
wouldn’t have been possible without the 
thousands of organizations and more than 
a million people worldwide who raised their 
voices together to demand its recognition. 

That solidarity, that diversity, that collabora-
tion lies at the heart of power and is always 
at the leading edge of change. But solidarity 
brings with it the profound responsibility to 
stand with partners not only when it’s easy 
and not only when you’re winning, but also 
when the choices and challenges are difficult, 
and the consequences complex. 

Because we face significant challenges and 
real backsliding. Only a month after the 
world celebrated the recognition of the right 
to a healthy environment, the US government 
pushed through a massive law that threatens 
to compromise that right for environmen-
tal justice communities across the country 
under the ironic guise of climate action. 

In the United States and around the world, 
such communities are at the epicenter of the 
converging and intersecting planetary crises 
— climate change, toxic pollution, biodiver-
sity loss. And they are the frontline leaders 
in our shared fight to confront, halt, and 
ultimately reverse those crises. Making real 
progress at the scale and speed needed will 
demand that we recognize, support, and 
follow that leadership. Not only in our work 
against fossil fuels, but also the critical 
and essential work to transform the entire 
fossil economy.

For all the progress we’ve made, we have 
an extraordinary distance still to go and far 
too little time to travel it. We can only do so 
together. In partnership. In mutual support. 
In solidarity. 
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If you want to go far……

Carroll Muffett
President & CEO
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As partners around the globe confronted new 
challenges and increasing threats to their lives, 
livelihoods, and environment, the demand 
for CIEL’s expertise, analysis, strategy, and 
support expanded dramatically. From Colom-
bia to Uganda, Ukraine to the US Gulf 
Coast, CIEL attorneys and advocates con-
nected movements working at diverse angles 
of interrelated issues in defending the right 
to a healthy planet. We provided analysis, 
crafted arguments, and built cross-movement 
partnerships whose enduring collaboration 
far outlasts specific campaign objectives and 
strengthens our movement for the long haul.

To meet the moment, we expanded our 
capacity to scale our effort. Together with 
foundation partners, we helped mobilize 
funding — not only to support our own work, 
but also to channel those funds directly to 
partners on the frontlines, where timely 
resources enable communities to attend 
a critical meeting, obtain key technology, 
and access information in time to mobilize 
against a new polluting plant nearby. We also 
grappled with resuming in-person meetings 
and events, often leading efforts to reclaim 
and expand participation for civil society 
and Indigenous partners after the pandemic 
decreased access to participation. Whether 
at the international climate talks, the UN 
Human Rights Council, the World Bank, or 

numerous other multilateral institutions, 
we advocated for expanded digital access 
to enable meaningful, direct engagement 
by affected communities for whom travel 
is not possible.

Outside the halls of power, we used our 
voices to amplify hard truths and demonstrate 
our solidarity with frontline partners. We 
mobilized more than a thousand organiza-
tions demanding real solutions to the climate 
crisis, calling out “net-zero” greenwashing, 
and exposing dangerous techno-fixes. In 
September 2021, Carroll and I, with a dozen 
CIEL colleagues and thousands of others, 
joined Indigenous leaders and frontline 
communities leading a week of civil dis-
obedience at the White House. Together, we 
were arrested as we demanded that the Biden 
administration honor Indigenous sovereignty, 
declare a climate emergency, stop pipelines, 
invest in environmental justice, and build 
back fossil-free in the wake of the pandemic.

And as CIEL worked for systemic change in 
2022, we also invested in the deep, difficult 
work of examining how our internal systems, 
structures, and processes need to evolve for 
CIEL to deliver the greatest impact. We began 
a strategic planning process — driven by the 
entire staff and in consultation with move-
ment partners and our board — that will 

articulate our collective vision for 2030 and 
create a four-year plan to deliver and evaluate 
our impact across key result areas. We grew 
our staff to scale our campaigns, add exper-
tise, and support the larger CIEL ecosystem 
so that we protect our staff against burnout 
and overwork, and avoid replicating the harms 
of the extractive economy in our own daily 
labor. With great care, we held a full-staff 
in-person retreat to dive into strategic plan-
ning, invest in ourselves and each other, 
foster personal connection, and replenish our 
collective energies for the critical work ahead.

The past year demonstrated once again that 
solidarity — and justice — is work for the 
long haul. Systemic change requires holis-
tic strategies and intersectional approaches. 
As this report highlights, we have made 
important progress and won landmark vic-
tories in 2022. Yet there is much further to 
go to secure a just, sustainable, and inclu-
sive future for all. We are grateful for your 
support in that work, and more grateful still 
that we can count on you to speak up, take 
action, and be an active partner in the hard 
work that lies ahead. 

Onwards!

Vi
ce

 P
re

si
de

nt
s 

Le
tte

r

2022 was a year of expansion, 
transformation, and evolution – 
and building on our most powerful 
tool as a movement: solidarity.

Amanda Kistler
Vice President

C
IE

L 
An

nu
al

 Im
pa

ct
 R

ep
or

t 2
02

2

VICE PRESIDENT'S
LETTER

© CIEL

© CIEL

©
 C

IEL



6

"IT IS SO DECIDED"
Mandate to Negotiate 
a Plastics Treaty

When the gavel dropped and the words “It is so 
decided” echoed over the microphone, cheers 
erupted throughout the room and across the 
globe via streaming video. Negotiators, civil 
society advocates, and rights-holders alike 
cried and hugged in celebration. After years of 
organized advocacy, many long and late-night 
meetings, and countless bars of chocolate 
shared across the negotiation table, the CIEL 
team and our partners succeeded in broaden-
ing a previously narrow focus on plastic as an 
ocean litter issue to one that includes the full 
polluting life cycle of plastics, from produc-
tion to consumption to waste and disposal. 

But not every moment of the global negoti-
ating process is so electric. CIEL has been at 
the table since the first whispers of a global 
response to the plastics crisis, and we’ve 
helped to build the diverse coalition pushing 
this work forward. Coordinating this group 
of over 100 global members requires slow 
and steady spadework: scheduling meetings 
across time zones, preparing effective agendas, 
sharing detailed strategies, aligning diverse 
positions, juggling live translation, and keeping 
track of conversations across a multitude of 
communications platforms. And we supported 
partners with a steady stream of cutting edge 
research and analysis. This critical work built 
the strong, credible, collective platform for the 
coalition to persuade State delegates. Now, the 
momentum behind this treaty is palpable, and 
it is already accelerating action to address the 
plastics crisis at the local and regional levels. 

This plastics treaty mandate is no small feat, 
and the work toward a plastic-free future is 
far from over. CIEL and partners are now 
focused on negotiating a just and effective 
treaty, and ensuring that public participation, 
human rights, and social and environmental 
justice are front and center. 
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When CIEL and partners began 
advocating for a global plastics treaty 
in 2016, many thought it was ambitious 
— too ambitious, even impossible. But 
this year, we celebrated a historic victory 
that brings our collective vision one step 
closer to reality. During the resumed 
fifth UN Environment Assembly (UNEA) 
in Nairobi, Kenya, 175 countries adopted 
a mandate calling for the development 
of a legally binding global treaty to end 
plastic pollution. 
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HISTORIC VICTORY
Global Recognition of the Right to a Healthy Environment

Thirty-two years ago, the international com-
munity was asking itself a critical question: 
“Is the right to a healthy environment a 
universal human right?” This year, the world 
asked again, louder than ever, and the United 
Nations answered clearly and resoundingly. 
In a long-awaited vote at the UN General 
Assembly, 161 countries voted to recognize 
the right to a clean, healthy, and sustain-
able environment. This historic victory for 
humanity was more than fifty years in the 
making, and CIEL has its fingerprints on 
many of the milestones leading to today, 

from the Rio Declaration on Environment 
and Development, to the creation of the first 
UN Independent Expert on human rights and 
environment, and beyond. 

As with all ambitious, system-changing work, 
the path to secure the right to a healthy envi-
ronment was long and rarely straightforward. 
It was a marathon, not a sprint. But by 2020, 
millions of people had joined the effort, and 
the pace of this work swiftly accelerated. We 
coordinated a global call to action that garnered 
support from more than 1,300 organizations 

87

G
lo

ba
l R

ec
og

ni
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

Ri
gh

t t
o 

a 
H

ea
lth

y 
En

vi
ro

nm
en

t — representing Indigenous Peoples, trade 
unions, women, youth, people with disabilities, 
and more — and this led to the swift adoption 
of the resolution by the UN Human Rights 
Council in 2021 and the General Assembly in 
2022, with overwhelming support from States.

This recognition was only possible because of 
the persistent advocacy and pressure from civil 
society and Indigenous Peoples organizations 
who continually held decision makers and 
leaders accountable to deliver on their commit-
ments, even when support seemed to waver. 

The decision comes at a time of intersecting 
planetary crises — the climate emergency, the 
collapse of ecosystems, and toxic threats that 
are pushing us beyond planetary boundaries, 
with widespread impacts on human rights. 

1972

Principle 1 of the Stockholm Declaration recognizes 
the fundamental right to live in an environment of a 
quality that permits a life of dignity and well-being.

2001

The Inter-American Court of Human Rights recog-
nizes the property rights of the Awas Tingni Indig-
enous community's traditional lands and illustrates 
an awakening around human rights violations 
involving economic, cultural, and social rights.

2015

The preamble to the Paris Climate Agreement 
includes States’ responsibility to respect, protect, 
and promote human rights.

1992

UN Rio Principle 1 recognizes that “human beings 
are at the centre of concerns for sustainable 
development. They are entitled to a healthy and 
productive life in harmony with nature.”

2007

The Malé Declaration on the Human Dimension of 
Global Climate Change codifies the international 
community’s recognition of the fundamental right 
to an environment capable of supporting human 
society and the full enjoyment of human rights. 

2008-2009

The UN Human Rights Council adopts a series 
of resolutions linking climate change to human 
rights impacts. Human rights emerge in the climate 
agenda at negotiations at COP14 in Copenhagen. 

2021

The UN Human Rights Council recognizes the right 
to a healthy environment.

2022

The UN General Assembly adopts global 
recognition of the right to a healthy environment.

1995

The Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action 
recognizes the deep intersections between the 
environment and human rights, and their particular 
implications for the rights of women.

2012

The UN Human Rights Council establishes an Inde-
pendent Expert on Human Rights and the Environ-
ment to advance the linkages between human rights 
and the environment. It selects Professor John Knox, 
a counselor to CIEL, as its first appointee.

1990

The Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) forms 
and highlights how their cultures, peoples, and 
very survival as nations are threatened by climate 
change. Former Maldives President declares, 
“Climate change is not just an environmental 
issue. It is a human rights issue."

2004

The Inuit Circumpolar Conference files a landmark 
petition before the Inter-American Commission on 
Human Rights against the United States illustrat-
ing the connection between the effects of global 
warming and Inuit human rights. 

This recognition provides one more tool for 
communities as they defend their rights and 
the environment, and opens new opportuni-
ties to strengthen accountability and environ-
mental governance in the years ahead. And
it represents the breaking of barriers: The 
recognition of this right means governments 
can no longer deny they have obligations to 
protect and respect it. 

This victory moves us one step closer 
to making the law and international legal 
framework better serve ecosystems and 
communities. Now, we are pushing 
institutions, governments, and businesses 
to mobilize resources and take concrete 
action to make this right a reality, beginning 
with protecting environmental defenders 
and climate-vulnerable communities.
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Even as the urgent need to phase out fossil 
fuels becomes clearer, the oil and gas indus-
try continues to expand into new regions 
around the world. CIEL provides ongoing 
support to partners who are fighting 
to protect their communities from being 
harmed and prevent their countries from 
being pulled into new or greater dependence 
on a product that, despite having no future 
of its own, threatens the future of communi-
ties, ecosystems, and humanity as a whole.
 
In the Caribbean, where new offshore oil 
and gas projects are putting not only the 
climate at risk, but also biodiverse coastal 
and marine environments and the millions 
of people whose lives and livelihoods depend 
on them, we are working with local part-
ners to develop a cohesive strategy to fight 
fossil fuel expansion. In September 2021, 
we co-convened civil society partners from 
eleven countries to collaborate, exchange 
ideas, and strengthen the movement working 
to make oceans everywhere off-limits to oil 
and gas development. Just two months later, 
thirty-two Caribbean networks and organi-
zations from nine countries, supported by 
CIEL and more than a dozen international 
partners, issued a first-of-its-kind declaration 

calling for a moratorium on offshore 
drilling in the Caribbean Sea.
 
Across the globe in East Africa, we are 
supporting local organizations working 
to stop the East African Crude Oil Pipeline 
(EACOP). The project, which is already 
causing harm to affected populations, would 
open up massive new oil fields, unleash 
millions of tons of greenhouse gases, and 
threaten communities and biodiverse 
habitats all along the pipeline route. With 
international allies, we are warning banks 
not to finance EACOP, raising concerns 
with international human rights bodies, 
and amplifying legal challenges. Our advo-
cacy has helped put a major Japanese bank 
involved in the project under the spotlight, 
secured commitments from at least twenty 
banks and thirteen insurers not to support 
EACOP, and brought concerns about the 
pipeline’s impacts in Tanzania before the UN 
Human Rights Committee. These efforts are 
part of a broader movement building opposi-
tion to EACOP and supporting local demands 
for fossil-free, community-driven alternatives. 

Along the remote Atlantic Coast of Panama, 
the Movement for the Defense of the Ter-
ritories and Ecosystems of Bocas del Toro 
(MODETEAB) has been actively organizing 
to raise Indigenous communities’ concerns 
about a proposed electrical transmission line 
(Line IV) since 2018. The Line IV project 
threatens the rights of Indigenous Ngäbe and 
Buglé communities and could destroy one of 
the last intact tropical forests in Panama. For 
years, CIEL has accompanied MODETEAB 
in engaging with the United Nations and 
World Bank to highlight the threat the project 
poses and to demand that Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights be respected before it goes forward.

In June, there was a breakthrough in the case. 
In response to a complaint the Ngäbe and 
Buglé communities submitted four years ago, 
the independent accountability mechanism of 
the World Bank’s International Finance Cor-
poration (IFC) found that the IFC violated 
its own sustainability policy when it backed 
the project. This landmark case is an example 
of these accountability processes working, 
and the actions that the IFC committed to 
take in response represent an important step 
toward ensuring that Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights are respected — not just in policy, but 

STOPPING OIL AND GAS 
EXPANSION IN FRONTIER REGIONS

PRECEDENT FOR INDIGENOUS FREE, PRIOR, 
AND INFORMED CONSENT IN PANAMA

in practice. This investigation confirmed that 
respect for Indigenous Peoples’ right to free, 
prior, and informed consent is a prerequisite 
for sustainable development. And it sets the 
critical precedent that development finance 
actors cannot shirk their responsibilities to 
Indigenous Peoples with impunity.
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ACCOUNTABILITY FOR 
PERU’S TIMBER MAFIA

Peru’s rainforests are among the most 
diverse in the world, providing habitat 
for an array of endemic species and 
land, water, and livelihoods for half a 
million people. Both the forest itself and 
the people and species that depend on 
it are facing an existential threat from 
rampant illegal logging, the world's 
most lucrative environmental crime. 

From 2012 to 2016, CIEL Fellow Rolando 
Navarro Gomez had the support, indepen-
dence, and autonomy to fight the illegal 
logging mafia, as the head of the Peruvian 
Agency for Supervision of Forest Resources 
and Wildlife (OSINFOR). Forced into exile in 
2016, Rolando has continued his work from 
a new home at CIEL, developing systems 
to identify illegal timber exports, building 
capacity for sustainable and legal community 
forestry, and providing critical information 
about illegal activities to authorities that has 
been essential in reducing illegal deforestation. 

Rolando’s six-year investigation contributed 
to Peru’s largest case on illegal logging and 
its associated trade, and resulted in the filing 
of criminal charges. In September 2021, a 
Special Prosecutor in Loreto, Peru, presented 
the charges against alleged perpetrators 
of illegal logging and trade of Amazonian 
wood intended for export to the Dominican 
Republic, Mexico, and the United States. 
These charges are a serious blow to the 
timber mafia and organized crime networks 
that operate within the forestry and envi-
ronmental sectors. The cases represent an 
important step in a near decade-long process 
to hold dozens of forest regents, concession-

aires, business people, and public officials 
responsible for their role in illegal logging 
and its associated trade. 

The criminal charges filed in Peru came only 
weeks after another important advance in 
September 2021, when Global Plywood and 
Lumber Trading LLC pleaded guilty to vio-
lating the Lacey Act, which combats illegal 
trafficking of wildlife, fish, and plants. Global 
Plywood purchased 85 percent of the wood in 
a 2015 shipment of illegal timber from Peru 
to the United States. As a result, the court 
sentenced the company to pay $200,000 in res-
titution to Peru’s Ministry of the Environment, 
along with an additional fine. The charges and 
guilty plea stem from Operación Amazonas 
2015, an investigation of illegal timber in Peru, 
which was led by OSINFOR under Rolando’s 
leadership, and the Peruvian Customs and Tax 
authority, in coordination with other national 
offices, the World Customs Organization, and 
Interpol. CIEL’s publications contributed to 
the pressure on both the US and Peruvian 
authorities to continue to pursue the cases.

While the administration of justice 
has taken six years, the decision to 
file criminal charges provides some 
degree of hope that there will be 
meaningful accountability. This rep-
resents a new chapter in the effort 
to respond to illegal logging in the 
Peruvian Amazon and it is one that 
will dissuade others from engaging in 
similar activities.”
- Rolando Navarro Gomez (CIEL)
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Just a few short years ago, the links between 
plastics and fossil fuels were largely hidden 
from the public. By exposing those links — 
that plastics are fossil fuels in another form 
— CIEL has helped to connect, equip, and 
mobilize the fossil fuel and plastic move-
ments to confront the rising threat of new 
plastic production for communities in the 
United States and around the world. The 
convergence of these movements is bringing 
greater attention and resources to frontline 
communities organizing to stop the plastics 
crisis and helping climate advocates prevent 
plastics from further entrenching our 
dependence on the fossil fuel economy. But 
the industry is opening still other routes to 
keep humanity dependent on oil and gas long 
into the future. Just like plastics, agricultural 
chemicals are fossil fuels in another form, 
and the fossil fuel and agrochemical indus-
tries are actively exploiting that fact to lock 
in new and dangerous fossil infrastructure. 
The intersection of plastics, agrochemicals, 
and the fossil fuels used to make them forms 
a toxic triad that represents a new frontier 
in our efforts to uproot the fossil economy. 

CIEL is working to expose the intersection 
of fossil fuels, plastics, and toxic chemicals, 

As calls for reducing global greenhouse gas 
emissions grow stronger and more urgent, 
corporations and governments alike are 
reaching for quick fixes that appear to solve 
the problem while allowing business (and 
climate change) to continue as usual. Prom-
ises of “net-zero” emissions abound, but 
they often rely on offsets or speculative and 
risky technologies, like carbon capture and 
storage (CCS), rather than proven measures 
to curb emissions, like phasing out fossil 
fuel production, ramping up renewables, 
and reducing energy demand. CCS prolongs 
the operation of polluting facilities on the 
promise of cutting their emissions, but it has 
repeatedly failed to deliver or function at 
scale. Instead, CCS introduces new risks to 
communities at the fencelines of plants and 
on the frontlines of carbon dioxide pipelines 
and storage sites. 

Through congressional hearings, community 
meetings, hard-hitting analysis, and press 
briefings, CIEL has been working to expose 
CCS for what it is: life support for the fossil 
fuel industry, not the planet. Critically, we 
are standing alongside communities around 
the world to build a movement rejecting CCS 
and other false fixes and shifting the public 

narrative away from “net-zero” greenwashing 
to “real zero” action. That’s why we organized 
hundreds of organizations from around the 
world to call on government leaders to deliver 
real solutions not net zero at the Glasgow 
climate talks. With 1.5°C global temperature 
rise fast approaching, we have extraordinarily 
limited time and resources to correct the 
planet’s course — by zeroing out emissions 
and the fossil fuels that drive them. To avoid 
catastrophic warming, we must stop money 
and power from flowing back into the fossil 
fuel infrastructure and dead-end ideas that 
got us into this climate emergency in the 
first place.
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and their dangerous consequences for human 
health and the environment. In a new report, 
Sowing a Plastic Planet, CIEL exposed a 
troubling but little known manifestation 
of this toxic triad: the deliberate addition 
of microplastics to coat synthetic fertiliz-
ers and pesticides for “controlled release” 
in industrial agriculture, a critical but com-
pletely avoidable source of pollution of our 
soils. Agrochemicals and microplastics pose 
numerous threats in their own right, but 
the use of both in tandem compounds the 
health and environmental hazards posed by 
each. This work presents a vital new angle to 
leverage as we work to protect people and the 
planet from the human and environmental 
impacts of the fossil fuel economy. 
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DEBUNKING NET-ZERO FALSE 
SOLUTIONS TO ACHIEVE REAL ZERO

EXPOSING A TOXIC TRIAD: FOSSIL FUELS, 
PLASTICS, AND AGRICULTURAL CHEMICALS
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CO-BUILDING POWER WITH 
FRONTLINE COMMUNITIES

CIEL has always understood that frontline 
communities are best placed to advocate for 
their own futures. But sometimes, they lack 
the resources or external boost necessary to 
push back against dominant corporate inter-
ests. That is why we take our lead from the 
frontlines and work to enable and support 
communities in the strategies they choose. 
That support takes an array of forms, from 
creating resources for organizers — like a 
multimedia series exploring the oil, gas, and 
petrochemical boom in the Permian Basin 
and a comprehensive web-based toolkit 
providing detailed, practical advice on how 
to oppose petrochemical production and 
expansion — to helping mobilize critically 
needed financial resources for partners on 
the frontlines and fencelines, both in the US 
and in the Global South. Whether we are 
accompanying Indigenous leaders in seeking 
accountability at financial institutions, pro-
viding legal tools to advocates fighting 
petrochemical expansion, or expanding the 
CIEL team to include local campaigners 
who can support local strategies, the results 
clearly demonstrate the power and efficacy 
of equipping frontline leaders to determine 
their own futures.
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OF FUTURE GENERATIONS

Even as we celebrate this year’s historic 
recognition of the right to a healthy 
environment, CIEL is actively working to con-
tinually open new legal frontiers and path-
ways. A critical component of that effort is 
ensuring justice and human rights protec-
tions not only for our present generation, 
but for generations yet to come. For the last 
six years, CIEL has served on the steering 
committee and drafting group for the Maas-
tricht IV Principles on the Rights of Future 
Generations. Much like the Maastricht (III) 
Principles on the Extraterritorial Obligations 
of States that came before it, the Maastricht 
IV process has brought together scores of 
legal and human rights experts from around 
the world to help crystallize shared legal 
principles for intergenerational justice and 
demonstrate how those principles can and 
should be operationalized to protect the 
fundamental rights of future people and 
peoples. In 2022, we celebrated key mile-
stones in the work as two drafts of the 
principles were circulated for consultation 
with experts and stakeholders, in advance of 
a final launch of the Principles in early 2023.

EXXON SUBPOENAED FOR 
PLASTICS ACCOUNTABILITY

As the impacts of pervasive plastic pollution 
grow more visible and more severe around 
the world, public officials have a duty to 
ask why. In April, amid increasing public 
pressure to hold plastic producers account-
able, California State Attorney General Rob 
Bonta announced an investigation into the 
role ExxonMobil and other plastics and 
petrochemical companies have played in the 
mounting plastics crisis, citing evidence that 
the industry intentionally misled consum-
ers and the public about plastics recycling. 
CIEL’s work establishing the legal and evi-
dentiary basis for corporate accountability 
litigation over the last decade has helped build 
a strong foundation for investigations like 
this. So, while California’s action may be the 
first of its kind, it is unlikely to be the last.

PROTECTING WEST 
AFRICAN FORESTS

Illegal and unsustainable trade in rosewood 
species has been devastating West African 
forests and impacting communities for 
decades. The crisis has continued even after 
rosewood was granted protective status 
under the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora (CITES) in 2017. In response 
to ongoing advocacy from civil society 
and demands from States where rosewood 
grows, the CITES Standing Committee took 
decisive steps to address this crisis by offi-
cially suspending all trade in all rosewood 
havested from West Africa since 2017. This 
was a huge step toward protecting one of 
the world’s most trafficked wild products, 
not over the course of years, but in a 
matter of weeks.
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A TOXIC-FREE FUTURE 
THROUGH GLOBAL 
CHEMICALS REGULATION

EXPOSING FORMOSA 
PLASTIC GROUP’S 
SERIAL OFFENSES

Toxic chemicals are so pervasive in daily life 
and in ecosystems that they are pushing us 
past planetary boundaries — the safe limits 
for the integrity of Earth system processes. 
But incremental progress is being made every 
day in global chemicals governance as we work 
toward a toxic-free future. In March at the UN 
Environment Assembly, negotiators passed a 
mandate to establish a Science-Policy Panel 
on chemicals, waste, and to prevent pollution. 
This panel presents an opportunity for deeper 
research into the toxic impacts of chemicals to 
inform future regulations, although we must 
also work to ensure that industry interests do 
not exploit the process to divert resources and 
delay urgently needed action at the national 
and global levels. Then in June at the Stock-
holm Convention’s Conference of the Parties, 
CIEL supported partners’ advocacy, which led 
to a significant victory: States agreed to ban 
PFHxS — a synthetic “forever” chemical widely 
used in firefighting foam, carpets, and non-
stick cookware, which harms human health 
and builds up in the environment and the 
body over time. CIEL remains an active voice 
in these processes to push for rapid progress 
on toxic risks and to ensure negotiations are 
used to promote progress, rather than delay it.

From Taiwan to Texas and from Cambodia to 
Cancer Alley, the track record of the Formosa 
Plastics Group, one of the world’s largest 
producers of petrochemicals and plastics, is 
riddled with environmental, health, safety, 
and labor violations, including devastating 
accidents and persistent pollution. CIEL 
is an active ally to communities organizing 
against Formosa Plastics operations around 
the world, such as in St. James Parish, Lou-
isiana, where the company planned to build 
one of the world’s largest petrochemical 
complexes. In October, CIEL and partners 
released a first-of-its-kind report profiling 
this serial offender to highlight the profound 
risks that the company — and the entire  
petrochemicals and plastics industry — poses 
to human health, human rights, local ecosys-
tems, and the global climate, and to bolster 
demands for accountability. Thanks to the 
persistence of frontline defenders and the 
dogged legal work of our movement partners, 
permits for the proposed Formosa Plastics 
complex in St. James Parish have since been 
suspended or vacated, and the entire project 
may no longer be feasible!
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COMMISSION MARKS NEW ERA 
IN CLIMATE ACCOUNTABILITY

NEW SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Following more than a decade of advocacy 
by civil society and Indigenous Peoples 
organizations, in October 2021, the UN 
Human Rights Council established a Special 
Rapporteur on the promotion and protection 
of human rights in the context of climate 
change. This expert position will serve as a 
focal point for a wide range of issues related 
to climate change and human rights, and 
ensure that frontline communities’ demands 
are better reflected in international discus-
sions and negotiations. CIEL worked with 
diverse partners, Pacific Islands States, and 
the Climate Vulnerable Forum to call for this 
position, eventually gaining support from 
Member States representing every region of 
the world. Dr. Ian Fry was appointed to the 
role in April, with the expertise, opportunity, 
and imperative to promote ambitious, equita-
ble, rights-based climate action.
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Nearly seven years after initiating its 
landmark National Inquiry on Climate 
Change, the Philippines Commission on 
Human Rights released its final report in May. 
The original petition asked the Commission 
to consider the role of the world’s largest 
fossil fuel producing companies — the 
Carbon Majors — in driving the climate crisis, 
obstructing climate action, and contributing 
to resulting climate harms. Over that seven- 
year period, CIEL supported the petition-
ers and the Commission with amicus briefs, 
expert testimony, and documentary evidence. 
Informed by expert testimony and analysis 
from an array of civil society organizations, 
scientists, and communities, the Commis-
sion’s comprehensive report concluded that 
the Carbon Majors have contributed to the 
global climate crisis at a scale that is 
quantifiable and significant, and they have 
delayed and derailed climate action through 
willful obfuscation of climate science. The 
Commission amassed the largest, most 
comprehensive body of official, sworn eye-
witness and expert testimonies, documentary 
evidence, and legal analysis publicly avail-
able anywhere in the world with respect to 
the climate responsibilities of Carbon Majors 
companies. Our rapid legal analysis of 
the findings helped make this report and 
the extensive supporting evidence more 
accessible to journalists and partners alike, 
and encouraged others to use them as a tool 
for ongoing accountability efforts.
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SEEKING REMEDY, 
SECURING REFORMS IN 
CHILE’S MAIPO VALLEY 

Since 2015, CIEL has supported communi-
ties in Chile working to stop a destructive 
Hydroelectric project. The Alto Maipo 
Hydroelectric project bored tunnels through 
the Andes Mountains to divert three rivers, 
damaging glaciers and accelerating desert-
ification along the way. Communities in 
the Maipo Valley took their advocacy to 
the accountability mechanisms at both the 
International Finance Corporation and the 
Inter-American Development Bank, and they 
have endured long, bureaucratic processes to 
seek remedy. Now, the cases are coming to an 
end. Unfortunately, much of the damage is 
already done, and our partners in the Maipo 
Valley likely won’t see any meaningful 
resolution. However, their persistence has 
led to historic reforms at the banks, opening 
the path for others who come after them. As 
a result of years of advocacy, the Alto Maipo 
case has spurred conversations on remedy 
and responsible exit in international devel-
opment, and led to accountability reforms, 
zero-tolerance policies for gender-based 
violence, and improvements in environmental 
and human rights due diligence.
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MEXICAN MINING CASE 
SHOWCASES AN UNJUST 
INVESTMENT SYSTEM

Off the coast of Baja California in Mexico, 
Odyssey Marine Exploration has plans for an 
undersea mining project that would dredge 
91,000 hectares (350+ square miles) of 
seabed to extract phosphate for fertilizer, with 
serious impacts on the region’s marine ecosys-
tems, biodiversity, and fishing communities. 
In addition to impacts on marine ecosystems 
and biodiversity in the region, the underwa-
ter phosphate mining operations would have 
serious consequences on the health and 
livelihoods of fishing communities. But when 
the denial of an environmental permit put the 
project on hold, Odyssey Marine exploited 
the secretive investor state dispute settlement 
(ISDS) system to bring legal action against 
the Mexican government and force the project 
ahead. For decades, CIEL has worked to 
reform or, better, dismantle the ISDS system 
precisely because of such corporate abuses. In 
October 2021, CIEL supported local fishing 
cooperative Sociedad Cooperativa de Produc-
ción Pesquera Puerto Chale in filing an amicus 
curiae brief opposing Odyssey's claim and sup-
porting the environmental decision. Though 
the brief was denied, it garnered support from 
the Mexican State and one of the arbitrators, 
who warned that the decision denying input 
from affected community members would 
undermine the legitimacy of the arbitration. As 
CIEL and partners worldwide work to expose 
the fundamental illegitimacy of the ISDS 
system, this case demonstrates our critiques 
are not only justified, but gaining support.

ADVANCING A FOSSIL FUEL 
NON-PROLIFERATION TREATY
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Momentum in support of the treaty is growing. To date, it includes:

Calls to phase out fossil fuels have been 
growing for years, led by frontline communi-
ties and civil society around the world. 
In 2019, CIEL joined a diverse Steering 
Committee to launch the Fossil Fuel 
Non-Proliferation Treaty, taking inspiration 

from international treaties to ban landmines 
and nuclear weapons. The treaty aims to 
defuse the threat of fossil fuels by secur-
ing commitments to immediately halt fossil 
fuel expansion, rapidly and equitably phase 
out existing production, and accelerate a just 
transition to a fossil-free, sustainable future. 
It is an important rallying point for advo-
cates and an emerging element of risk for 
fossil fuel producers, investors, and nations 
considering new oil, gas, and coal projects. 
CIEL has helped strengthen international 
support for the treaty. In a historic step, 
at the UN General Assembly in September 
2022, Vanuatu became the first nation to call 
for a binding global treaty to phase out fossil 
fuels in line with a 1.5° world. 

100,000+ doctors and the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 

2,500+ scientists and academics

60+ cities, including: 
Amsterdam, Barcelona, 
Kolkata, Lima, London, 

Los Angeles, Paris, 
Sydney, and Toronto

1,000+ civil society organizations

101 Nobel Laureates

60+ country legislators

The Vatican and other faith leaders© CIEL
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MAPPING CIEL’S GLOBAL REACH

Panama
Supporting Indigenous Ngäbe, Buglé, and Campes-
ino communities defending their rights and forests 
from the International Finance Corporation-backed 
electrical transmission line (Line IV).

United States
Supporting efforts to stop oil and gas lease sales 
off the Gulf Coast, and preventing construction 
of new polluting petrochemical facilities in Appala-
chia, Death Alley, and beyond.

Ukraine
Mobilizing 1,000+ lawyers and peacebuilding 
experts to warn against the profound environmen-
tal risks of Putin’s fossil-fueled war and highlight 
the deep links between the fossil economy and 
global insecurity.

Argentina
Supporting Argentine partners as they secured a 
February 2022 decision prohibiting offshore oil 
and gas exploration by Equinor, YPF, and Shell.

Mexico
Supporting fisherfolk as they fight an undersea 
phosphate mining project and the investor-state 
arbitration against Mexico for denying its permits.

Belgium
Supporting and leveraging progress on toxics 
policy in the EU to reduce toxic risks globally.

Netherlands
Providing legal analysis to Milieudefensie in its 
climate case against Royal Dutch Shell, which was 
ordered to cut its emissions by 45 percent by 2030.

Uganda/Tanzania
Supporting efforts to halt construction of the East 
African Crude Oil Pipeline, highlighting the reports 
of harm to human rights defenders, and alerting 
banks of potential reputational, financial, and legal 
risks of continuing involvement.

Chile
Supporting communities from the Maipo region 
harmed by the Alto Maipo Hydroelectric Project 
and sparking crucial conversations about remedy 
at development finance institutions.

Mozambique
Supporting partners fighting ongoing gas 
extraction projects in Cabo Delgado, with a report 
to the UN Centre for Civil and Political Rights 
regarding gas extraction projects and escalating 
violence in the area.

Sweden
Highlighting the potential risks to Indigenous 
Sami peoples, we helped block the SCoPEx test 
flight aiming to use stratospheric aerosol injection, 
a geoengineering technology.

Namibia/Botswana
Protecting human rights and the environment in 
the Okavango region from oil and gas expansion, 
including exploratory drilling and seismic survey 
by ReconAfrica.

Philippines
Providing expert testimony and analysis to the 
National Inquiry on Climate Change, which 
amassed the largest, most comprehensive body 
evidence regarding the climate responsibilities 
of Carbon Majors companies.

Caribbean
Supporting a Caribbean-wide moratorium on oil 
and gas development and bolstering the global 
campaign to stop offshore oil development.

Colombia
Demanding protections for environmental defenders 
facing new threats and harassment for denouncing 
the Inter-American Development Bank’s 
Hidroituango dam.
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INTERNS

Austin Agostino 
Natalie Bishop 
Hannah Blitzer 
Julia Carlier
Jorge Alejandro Carrillo Banuelos
Sonia Chebout
Matilde Clemetsen
Jane Fallis Cooper 
Miriam Gajsek

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Yvette Arellano
Matthew Butler
Dianne Dillon-Ridgley
Sharon Eubanks
David Hunter
Antonio La Viña
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Conniel Malek 
David Mattingly
Matthew Pawa 
Dalindyebo Shabalala 
Jack Vanderryn

Cooper Kass 
Adam Kurland 
Lou Mandin-Coste 
Luciana Maulida 
Caitlin McCarthy 
Jørgen Nyberget
Raul Orozco
Camila Silva 
Marie Talaia

From: Canada, France, Indonesia, Mexico, Norway, United States, Slovenia, and Venezuela

Senior Leadership
Carroll Muffett - President & CEO
Amanda Kistler - Vice President
Jeffrey Wanha - Chief Financial Officer 
Michelle Williams - Chief Financial Officer

Administration
Brenna Miaira Kutch - Director, Talent, Equity, and Culture
Cameron Aishton - Administrator
Joston Benton - Staff Accountant
Katharina Maier - Executive Assistant

Environmental Health Program
David Azoulay - Managing Attorney, Geneva Office / Director 
Giulia Carlini - Senior Attorney 
Hélionor De Anzizu - Staff Attorney 
Andrés Del Castillo - Senior Attorney 
Jane Patton - Plastics & Petrochemicals Campaign Manager
Rachel Radvany - Program Associate, Plastics Policy 

People, Land, & Resources Program
Carla García Zendejas - Director 
Melissa Blue Sky - Senior Attorney 
Sarah Dorman - Staff Attorney 
Luisa Gómez Betancur - Consulting Attorney
Aubrey Manahan - Program Associate
Rolando Navarro Gomez - Fellow

Climate & Energy Program
Nikki Reisch - Director 
Lili Fuhr - Deputy Director 
Ka’sha Bernard - Legal Organizer 
Dana Drugmand - Researcher 
Sébastien Duyck - Senior Attorney / Human Rights & Climate Campaign Manager
Steven Feit - Senior Attorney 
Hana Heineken - Senior Attorney 
Upasana Khatri - Senior Attorney 
Erika Lennon - Senior Attorney 
Francesca Mingrone - Staff Attorney 
Tamara Morgenthau - Senior Attorney 
Aidan Steer - Program Associate, Corporate Accountability 
Dante Swinton - Senior Campaigner / National Organizer, CCS & Hydrogen
Lien Vandamme - Senior Campaigner, Human Rights & Climate Change 
Dustin White - Senior Campaigner, Plastics & Petrochemicals 

Communications & Development
Cate Bonacini - Communications Manager
Taylor Black - Communications & Development Associate
Lani Furbank - Staff Writer
Gregory Phipps - Senior Grant Writer
Rossella Recupero - Communications Associate
Tyler Unger - Multimedia Content Specialist
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INSTITUTIONAL DONORS 

11th Hour Project
Anonymous
Bayfrayung Fund
BMO Charitable Fund & Hopper-Dean Foundation
Bread for the World
Ceres Trust
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
Climate Justice Resilience Fund
CS Fund
Datadog Inc., Matching Gift Program
Energy Transition Fund / 
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
European Environmental Health Initiative 
Evangeline Giving Fund
Equation Campaign
Foundation for International 
Law for the Environment (FILE)
Foundation for Louisiana
Open Society Foundation
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung
Goldman Environmental Prize
Green McKinley Family Charitable Gift Fund
Greenbridge Family Foundation
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EXPENSES CHART

Fundraising
$ 163,521

Management & Administration
$ 497,254

Programs
$ 4,813,950

Statement of Financial Position for Fiscal Year 
ending June 30th:

Statement of Activities and Change in Net Assets 
for Fiscal Year ending June 30th:	

FINANCIALS 

CIEL's audited financial statements and IRS Form 990s are available on our website 
(ciel.org) or upon request. Auditors/Certified Public Accountants: GRF CPAs & 
Advisors, 4550 Mongomery Avenue, Suite 800, North Bethesda, Maryland, 20814, USA.

Assets: 
Current Assets
Cash & Cash Equivalents
Contributions Receivable
Contracts Receivable
Miscellaneous Receivables
Prepaid Expenses
Total Current Assets

Other Assets:
Property & Equipment, Net
Rental Security Deposits
Long-Term Investments
Total Assets

Liabilities and 
Net Assets:
Current Liabilities
Accounts Payable
Accrued Payroll & 
Benefits Payable
Deferred Contract Revenue
Deferred Lease Liability
Total Liabilities

Net Assets:
Without Donor Restrictions
With Donor Restrictions
Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities 
and Net Assets

Revenue: 
Grants 
Contracts
Salaries In-Kind
Contributions
Interest & 
Investment Income
Miscellaneous Income
Total Revenue

Expenses:
Program Services
Climate & Energy
Environmental Health
People, Land, 
& Resources
IPEN Secretariat and 
UNEP Funded Projects
Total Program Services

Supporting Services:
Management & General
Fundraising 
Total Expenses

Changes in Net Assets

Beginning Net Assets
Ending Net Assets

FY 2022

3,580,682 
3,943,107

181,823
2,743

33,398
7,741,753

45,756
2,401 

1,620,895
9,410,805

99,518

102,378 
106,787

662
309,345

2,904,186
6,197,274 

9,101,460

9,410,805

FY 2022
8,618,798  
1,160,427 

8,539 
535,277 

(214,028)
10,638

10,119,651 

2,406,258 
1,003,320  

677,852

726,520 
4,813,950 

497,254 
163,521  

5,474,725 

4,644,926

4,456,534 
9,101,460 

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

Gwydion Fund for Wild Nature
Hampshire Foundation / Montpelier Foundation
Janelia Foundation
JPB Foundation
KR Foundation
Leaves of Grass Fund
Luxembourg Ministry of the Environment
Marisla Foundation
Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation
MISEREOR
North Peak Capital Charitable Fund
Oak Foundation
Panta Rhea Foundation
Plastic Solutions Fund
Sequoia Climate Foundation
Silicon Valley Community Foundation / 
Tundra Glacier Fund
Swedish Society for Nature Conservation
Tortuga Foundation
United Nations Environment Programme
Wallace Global Fund
WestWind Foundation
Zegar Family Foundation

Champion Circle 
$10,000+
Carroll Muffett and 
Patricia Davis-Muffett
Brian Stoner

Leader Circle 
$5,000-$9,999
ARIA Foundation
Dietze Charitable 
Foundation
Harold Appleton
David Bezanson, 
Ph.D.
Greg Foote
Daniel Magraw and 
Lucinda Ann Low
MMHBO Fund
Peebles/Zhao 
Family Fund
T.R. Paul 
Family Foundation

Defender Circle 
$1,000-$4,999
Sweta Arora
Kenneth and 
Sue Ann Berlin
Burke Family Fund
David Butruille
Courage and 
Community Foundation
Hetty Cunningham
Carolyn Dallara
The Estate of Ruth Ellis
Ted Gannett
Douglas Hammer and 
Patrica Durham
Jessica Hamrick
Bruce Hill
David Hunter and 
Margaret Bowman
Richard Kayne
Sean Kelley
Mark King
James Kohli
Jeffrey LaPlante
Kaanon MacFarlane
Evan Mann
Supriya Mehta
Midday Fund
Gail Milliken

Mody Family Giving Fund
Garett Nell and 
Meghan Madden
Carolyn Papke
Matthew Pawa
Martin Persson
Lane Powell
Harold and Kate 
Reed Family Foundation
Flavio Protasio Ribeiro
David and 
Jeanne Radvany
David Rigsby
Margaret Rogers
Barbara Rollhaus
Abigail Rome
Candace Russell
Andrew Sahalie
Alan and Grace Saltzstein
Rebecca Shay
Jeffrey and Susan Sloss
Kirk Smothers and 
Sarah Clark
Tikkun Earth Fund
Jack and 
Margrit Vanderryn
John Vermilye
Marcie Weil
Gary Welter and 

Harriett Shepard
Andrew Westerdale
Winky Foundation
Glenn Wiser
Wenqing Yan
Terry and Douglas Young
David Zemon

Advocate Circle 
$500-$999
Xavier Alcaraz
James Allenfort
Andrew Bartels
Laurie Bennett
Thomas Berg
Sara Borasio
Boston Foundation
Jessica Brabazon
William Briggs
Edith Brown Weiss 
and Charles Weiss
Mac Campbell
Michelle Chan
Daniel Chandler
Luan Chang
John Cobey
Donna Coolidge
Lucas Corley
Harriett Crosby

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 
$
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$

$   
$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 

$ 
$ 

$ 
$ 
$ 

$

$ 
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2INDIVIDUAL DONORS (CONTINUED)

Lalou Dammond
Paul DeNoon
John Dernbach
Charles Di Leva
Susan Dobesh
Donkey Gospel Fund
Michelle and Andrew Dupre
Frederic Erbisch
John and Daniela Fayer
Andrew and Diana Frost
Kathleen Garnet
Geneva Gervais
Dawn and Josh Gold
Gretta Goldenman
Milton Gore
Sarah Gowing
Paul Hagen
Allison Hanna
Daniel Hipke
Chime Inc
Michael Kast
Leslie Katz
Alexis Kennedy
Esther Khoury
Bob Krause
Laura Landolt
Casey Leonetti
William Maier
David Mattingly 
and Bilal Askaryar
Mary McGrail
Patricia McKee
Brenna McRea
Yvette Meyer
Adam Miller
Molder Family Foundation
Linda Nicholes
On Shore Foundation
Sarah Padgett
Gloria Peck
Anthony Pellittieri
Cheryl Ritenbaugh
Brenna Robertson
Michael Rosen
Andreas Schagerer
Ellen Schour
Thomas Searby
Harvey Sexton
William Skinner
Debra Swanson
Regina Thomas
James Topitzes
Jeffrey Wanha
Phoebe Weseley
Melissa Wong
Rebecca and 
Steven Wuerthele

Ally Circle 
$100-$499
Eduardo Abbott
Mark Achbar
Gwyn Adkins
Erika Alcivar
Kathryn Alexandra
Niranjali Amerasinghe
Susan Anderson
Margot Anthonisen
Nancy Atherton
Maurice Ayotte
Tadini Bacigalupi
Kevin Balon
Adrienne Bamford
Paula Bandt
Kent Barclay
Charles Barnaby 
and Cynthia A. Birr
Peter Barwick
Bruce Bauer
Cherine Bauer
Kathleen Baxter
Celia Bell
Emily Bender
Mary Bischoff
Laura Black
Mandy Bley
Laura and 
Alan Bloodgood
Peter Bodlaender
Robert Book
Todd Bowers
Charles and 
Emily Breitenbach 
Charitable Fund   
Timothy Brewer
Barbara Brown
Pamela Brubaker
David Bruton
Janet Brynjolfsson
Buitenhuis - Paley 
Charity Fund   	  
Mary Bunting
Daniel Carroll
Linda Carroll
Alida Cella
Jordan Chaffiotte
Ayitz Chance
Hyunsoo Chang
Kathy Chao
Amanda Chavis
Andrew and 
Barbara Chernack
Kerry Christo
Antonio Claparols
Robert Clark

Scarlet Cleveland
Annie Coburn-Kane
Shannon Cochran
Allen Cohen
Diana Cole
Caitlin Collins
Dawn Collins
Albert and Ursula Collinson
COLO Fund   	  
Robert Coltin 
and Karen Curosh
Laurie Connor
Sharron Coontz
H. H. Cooper
Susanna Cowan
Susan and Bob Crenshaw
Ethan Cuthbertson
Wanda Delgado and 
Salvatore Cappiello
Isaac Delimont
Cathy Della Penta
Deidre Depke
Arlene Devlin
Dianne Dillon Ridgley
Joseph DiMaggio
George Donart
Linda Donnelly
David Downes
Jonathan and Diane Downs
Kathleen Doyle
Valentine Doyle
Marek Dzianott
Laurel Echiclet
Douglas Eichelberger
Wes Ernsberger
Cynthia Essiambre
Sharon Eubanks
Karen Fanelli
Sandra Farkas
Andrea Faste
David Favre
Meg Favreau
Christy Feinfield
David Fernandes
Jessica Fielden
Fingerprints - 
Michelson Family Fund
Clare Finlator
Charles Fisher
Paul Fisk
Jane Fluet
Jill Folan
Barbara Forbes
Dawn Foster
Kane Foster
Veronique Francois
Lisa French

Stephanie Friedman
Lisa Froelich
Corinne Frugoni
Linda Gallaher-Brown
Joyce and Richard Garrison
Jennifer Gelman
Elizabeth and 
Robert Genovese
Mark German
Marydana Gershanoff
Anita Ghazarian
Robert Gilman
Sharon Ginsburg
David Goldberg
Edith Goldberg
Frank Goldman
Marjorie and 
Robert A. Goodin
Lawrence Gordin
Robin Gordon
Karen Rose Goria
Carol Goslant
Marcia Grady
Natasha Granoff
Daniel Greenlaw
Lumina Greenway
Katherine Gregersen
Maryann Gregory
Karen Griffin
Lin Griffith
Valerie Grigg Devis
Stuart Gross
Eric Grossman and 
Elizabeth Schorr
Mary Guard
John Hamerslough
Lucy Hansen
Paula Hansen
Ben Harper
Gaye Harrell
Grove Harris
Unser Hashsham
Susan Haywood
Matthew Hebron
Rick Heede
Bryan Hinch
Irmgard Hinz
Melissa Hippler 
and John Butler
Judith Hoaglund
Troels Holm
Emily Hom-Nici
Albert Horcher
Jan Housinger
Alex Howard
Marc Howard
Courtney Huang

Perry Hutchison
Geoff Isaac
Monica Iyer
Karen Jacques
Karuna Jaggar
Robert Jennings 
and Barbara Bott
Jonathan Jensen
Pamela Jensen
Elena Jimenez Gutierrez
Bill Jones
Mattea Jones
Alison Julson
Henry Kahn
Dan Kane
Jesper Karlberg
Heather and Bill 
Leeson Karlson
Katherine Kasten
Lisa Kasyon
Lawrence Keele
David Kimble
Jean King
Lawrence 
and Valerie Kistler
Mimi Klausner
Cameron Klimasmith
John Knox and 
Julie Winterich
Lisa and David Krausz
Julius Kukla
Paula Lahue
Judith Lang and 
Lynton Land
Annette Langdon
Julie Langston
JoAnne Larsen
Adrien Laugier-Werth
Charles Leiden and 
Barbara Wertz-Leiden
Erika Lennon
Deborah Levine 
and Kim Becker
Maya Lim
Christopher Lish
Richard Logan
Frank Lorch
Zuzana Luptakova
Alethea MacKinnon
Conniel Malek
Darryl Malek-Wiley
Raghav Malik
George Marsh
Janis Martin
Michael Martinez
Joerg Martini
Hutch Mathers
Mildred Mathers
Catherine Matthew
Natasha Maus

Martha Mccabe
Stephen McCaffrey
Brigid McDevitt
Colin McGlinchey
Carol McIlvain
Kelly McKibben
Laura McKnight
James McKowen
Jude and Daniel Meinzen
Tucker Melancon
Laurence Merkle
Maydith Merz
Sarah Messer
Kristin Mikkelson Jonsson
Rob Milburn 
and Amy Morton
Kristen Milhollin
Amy Milin
Suzanne Miller
Margaret Mintz
Adeleyah Mojica
David Monsees
Marion Morgan
Rami Mostafa
Beret Moyer
Rolando Navarro Gomez
RC Nemer
James Nickel 
and Patricia White
C. Nicometo
Karen and 
Robert Niegelsky
John Noel
Liisa North
Carter O'Brien
Joan O'Connell
Matthew Orton
Chloe Osborne
Elizabeth Otto
Lillyan Pan
Minsu Park
Nathan Pate
Thomas Perez
John Perkins
Thomas Phillips
Charles Popper
Stephen and 
Penelope Porter
Donald Preister
Joan Priore
Keith Ragsdale
Doug Randolf
Bobak Razavi
Judith Reed and 
Richard Cornelius
Beth Reigber
Theodore Rendalh
Rhode Island 
Community Foundation
Elizabeth Rice

Rebecca Richardson
Robert Richerson
Cam and Carlene Roberts
Austin Robinson
Casey Robinson
Camille Rollin
Rachel Romano
Christian Roop
Barbara Rose
Pat Rosenthal
Martine Rossignol-Winner
Allison Rugila
Belinda Ryan
Jim Ryan
Veronica Sadler
Lucie Saether
Emily Sagovac
Michael Sales
David Saperia
Farhan Sareshwala
Samantha Sawan
Elizabeth Schaeffer
Leyla Schimmel
David Schroeder
Susan Schultz
Noel Schutt
Suzanne Scollon
Brian Scott
Mary Searby
Dixie Sells
Virginia Shaller
Connelee Shaw
Elizabeth Sheppard
Daniel Shively
Dorothy Sibert
Seth Siegal
Dan Silver
Veena Singwi
Fatime Sino
Susan Sitran
Ingrid Skei
Bryan Smith
Eleanor Smithwick
Gabriel Soares
Donald Spady
William Spaetgens
Pam Steckler
Jill Stephany
Kat Stephens
Claudette Stern
Serrie Stern
Joseph Stiene
Karyl Stoia
Dick Stokes
Peter Stone
Faith Strailey
Carolyn Summers and
David Brittenham
Clark and Kay Taylor
Aija Thacher

Hannah Thunhorst
Denise Tillman
Joseph Timko
Zoe Tokushige
Michelle Torok
John Towsen
Catherine Trasborg
James Tressel
Elisabeth Tyrol
David Vadnais
James Vander Poel
Gail Veiby
Matthew Veilleux
Virginia Organizing
Alison Wagonfeld
Olivia Walch
Jeffrey Wallach
Denise Wallentinson
Susan Walp
Eugene Wardzinski
Roxanne Warren
Susan Wartzok
Daniel Weaver
Margery Weekes
Madeline Weinberg
Tom Weingarten
William Weller
Bob Wendelgass
Lynda West
Katherine Wheeler
Curtis White
Evan Wiederspan
William Wilson
Elizabeth Wingfield
Zack Wise
Rose Ann 
and R.S. Witt
Bella Sewall Wolitz
Jordan Wright
Yellow Cello Music 
Charitable Fund   	  
Tatiana Zaharchenko 
and Patrick Breslin
David Zebker
Leda Zimmerman

Activist Circle
$1-$99
Judith Abel
Jessica Ainsworth
Darlene Aksoy
Kathryn Albrecht
Claude Alexander
Leslie Allen
Julie Alley
Brandon Allison
Alyssa Alvarado
Luc Alvarado
Jean Anderson
Donald Angell
Florence Ariessohn
Carroll Arkema
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Kori Arsenault
Alice Artzt
Delayne Auerbach
Frank Ayers
Glenn Ayres
Peter Ayres and 
Lioness Ayres
Megan Badillo
Iva Baird
Krisanne Baker
Nolah Balbach
Nicole Barbeau
Elyse Barkin
Susan Barlow
Tyler Barnett
Daryl Barowicz
karyn barry
Michael Bartell
Jinny Bastianelli
Charles Baumann
Gary Baxel
April Beattie
Jack Belchinsky and 
Marilyn Belchinsky
Kae Bender
Patricia Benjamin
Dries Berghman
Diane Berlin
Howard Bernstein
Janice Bertrand Rosner
Luz Betancourt
Richard Beville
Sharvari Bhatt
Lynn Biddle
Natasha Bir
Norman Bishop
Daren Black
Ronnie Blackburn
Robin Blakesley
John Bloszies
Catherine Blunt
Paula Boardman
Barbara Bogard
Jesse Bohl
Randall Boltz
Tyler Boone
Patrick Bosold
Lisa Bradford
Spyros Braoudakis
Elizabeth Bravman
Joseph Breazeale
Janice Brown
Patricia Brown
S.F. Brown
John Burke
Cathleen Burns
Janet Burrows
LaDonna Burton
Don and Leslie Bush
Elizabeth Butler
Stephanie Butler
William Allington Butler and 
Helga Breidenstein Butler
George Caccamise
Greg Cahill
Tana Cahill
Patrick Callaghan
Robert Cannon

John Carlbäck
M Carlisle
Ruth Carlson
Linda Carroll
Richard Carvel
Tom Cate
Rosemary Cavanaugh
Ling Chan
Philip Chandler
Lisa Chau
Amanda Chen
Darius Cheong
Leslie Choi
Thomas Chornock
Calvin Christopher
Karin Cicelski
Jade Claggett
Dennis Clark and 
Lucy Rabelo
Julie Clark
Karen Clarke
Theodore Clarkson
Ellen Cleary
Ruth Clifford
John Colgan-Davis
Patrick Conn
Larry Cooper
Mia Cor
Sarah Costello
Carol Craig
Eric Crouch
Brooke Crowley
Donnis Crump
Nancy Dailey
Becky Daiss
Barbara Dale and 
Jim Dale
Patrick Dalton
Ruth Darden
David Davis
Ryan Davis
Sharon Davlin
Kathryn Decker
Beverly Degero
Pamela DeGeyter and 
Terrance Degeyter
Thomas Deinoff
Mary Delahanty
Katherine Delanoy
Antonakis Demetriou
Sandra Desmedt
Carol Devoss
Jesse Diller
Angie Dixon
Dalma Doloczki
Ken Dolsky
Dianne Doochin
Robert Draper and 
Clifford Provost
Brian Drischell
Irene Duba
James Ducker
Feargal Duff
Denise Duren
Cheryl Eames
Deborah Ebersold
Aimee Ebersold Schultz
Neal Eckard

John Edward
Patrick Eggleston and 
Penelope Eggleston
Wallace Elton
Lance Emrick
Hermann Engelhardt
Jeannette Episcopo
Kate Ervine
Tracy Fairchild
Osman Fatmi
Karen Fedorov and 
Alex Fedorov
David Feinberg
Mark Feingold
Josh Fields
Natalie Fields
Richard Fish
Victoria Fisher
Barbara Fite
Susan Fladager
Laura Flanagan
MaryAnna Foskett
David Francis
John Frankel
Jim Freeberg
Hope Freeland
Patricia Freiberg
Charlotte Fremaux
David Friedman and 
Kathy Miller
Debra Frischer
Christopher Gable
Nora Gaines
Elapully Ganapathy
Kim Ganz
Robert Garofalo
Jan Garrett
Paul Garrett
Mary Anne Geary
Donald Gettinger
Maurizio Ghirardini
Mark Giese
Jackson Gillman
Sigal Gino
Rosanne Goacher
Debra Golden
Herbertrt Goldson
Linda Golley
Roberta Gordon
Eugene Gorrin
Lucy Gowrie
Carol Grady MacRae
Joanne Granzow
Royal Graves
Lorraine Gray
June Green
Mary Griswold
Kenneth Grosso
Karen Guma
Kate Gunter
Stewart Guthrie
Elizabeth Haase
Lawrence Hager
Scott Hajost
Dianna Hakim-O'Grady
Capt. Joseph Haley III
Jessica Halloran
Alexander Hamilton

Robert Hamm
James Hansen
Jane Hardy and Stephen Hardy
Sue Hayden
Amanda Hayes
Lee Hegstrand
Daisy Hemphill
Donald Henderson
Michelle Henkin
Donald Henrich
Harvey Herrick
Samantha Herring
Cynthia Hill
Charles Hochberg
Debi Holt
Kathryn Holze
Diane Hopkins
Stephen Hopkins
Chris Horwitz
Todd Howland and 
Adela Carrasco
Marilyn Hudson-Tremayne
Diane Lopez Hughes
Jennifer Humiston
Robert Hunt
Sarah Hurd
Deb Hurlburt
Erik Hvoslef
Michael Iltis
Ellen Isaly
Cecyl Ivie
Kathryn Jacobs
Marielle Jakobsons
Heiko Janssen
Joyce Jeckell and 
Robert Jeckell
Maryanne Jerome
Debra Joester
Geraldine Joffre
Julie Johnson
Lauren Johnson
Stephen Johnson
Susan Johnson
Tracie Jones
Jun Jong
Rebekah Jorgensen
Stephen Judge
Mary Junek
Paul Justice
Lembit K.
Kim Kabulis
Jason Kahn
Carol Kain
Brad Kalita
Rosemary Keenan
David Kessler
Andrew Kim
Caroline Kim
Charles King
Susan Kirschner
Amanda Kistler
Nancy Knipe
Kaitlyn Knutson
Sonya Koffman
Ursula Korneitchouk
Dylan Kotansky
Ruth Kram
Mindy Kruckenberg

Henry Kuharic
Krzysztof Kulka
Nicholas Kundin
Rabbi Paul Kurland
Garret Lacey
Laurie Ann Lagoe
Tony Laidig
Jasmine Landry
Carol Larsen
Julia Larsen
Gary Larson
Hyrum Larson
Harry Laufman
Richard Laybourn
Susie Leach
Jennifer Lee
Jerry Lee
Jennifer Leong
Jennifer Levere
Jay Levy
Mark Lewus
Barbara Likens
Maya Linderman
Denise Lindsly
Matthew Lipschik
Kathleen Lique
Michael Lombardi
Dorothy Loomer
Amanda Loretoni
Ryan Mabanta
Samantha MacBride
Carolanne Maclean
Casey Madden
Elaine Makas
Anita Maldonado
Richard Mansfield
Laurence Margolis and 
Karin Margolis
Carole Mark
Adam Marsh
Patricia Martin
Grace Marvin
Kevin Mason
Kathleen Massanari
Dawn Matta
Stephen Maxwell
Kathleen McCarthy
Jean McCord
Natalie McDonald
Kerry McGrath
Jo Ann McGreevy
Loree McKenna
Mary McKenna
Alan McKnight
Michael McMahan
Anthony Mehle
Alvin Mente
Melissa Meyer
Karen Milstein
Marilyn Morgan
Reyko Mori
Nick Mouzourakis
Guila Muir
Colin Murdock
Linda Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Kimberly Musselman
Mecky Myers
Anne Neel
Linda Nelson
Elizabeth Neumann
Carmen Nichols

Penny Nichols
Marie Norrell
Kathleen O'Connell
John O'Connor
Katherine O'Sullivan
Barbara Ochota
John Oda
Jesse Okie
Reed Oliver
Rosli Omar
Tawny Oram
Sebastian Orskaug
Elizabeth Osborne
Gary Overby
Karyon Owen
Ian Paige
Nate Pakan
Ronald Panotes
George Paparrizos
Carol Patton
Robert Paul
Julie Pearson
Julie Peller
David Pettit and 
Diane Pettit
Martha Pezrow
Deann Piehl
Leonard Piersialla
Scott Pike
Daniel Pinsker
Sophie Pitkethley
Carlos Plaza
Malinda Plog
Carol Polak
Valeska Populoh
Kevin Porter
James Pugh
Gloria Purcell
Rachel Radvany
Lynn Rambo-Jones
Kirstin Raubitschek
Robert Raven
Sandra Reffold
Terri Reischl
Samuel Rieck
Charles Rinear
C. Rising
Robert Robbins
Etta Robin
Michael Rodell
Janet Rohde
Patricia Rolston
Robert Romero
Linda Ronek and 
J. Lyle Ronek
Iolande Rossignol
Martha Rowe
Abby Rubinson
Richard Rudolph
Jennifer Ruth
Laurie Ryan
James Sarlanis
Darius Sarrafi
Eve Sawyer
Becky Sayler
Susan Schapiro
Jake Schichko
Kymberlie Schifrin
Tania Schlatter
William Schmidt
Jane Schnee
Nicholous Schneider

Gabriel Schrader
Ivy Schram
Seth Schreiber
Harry and 
Carey Schwarzlander
Helene Scola
John Scott
Susan Sebanc
Donald Seeger
Barbara Setlow
Beth Severance
Gordon Seyfarth
John Seymour-Anderson
Mariam Shah
Robert Shalit
Steven Shamrock
Mitra Shams
Betsy Shanafelt
Sarah Shapiro
Susan Share
Susan Sheythe
Kevin Shirley
D.G. Sifuentes
Peter Sigmann and 
Gloria Sigmann
Eleni Sikelianos
Jean Silk
Laraine Silverman
Marco Simons
Laura Simpson
Josefine Singh
William Sizemore
Kara Skeberdis
Carrol Smith
Velda Smith
Audrey Smolin
Douglas Smyth
George Snipes
David Snope
Joann Solov
Terry Sopher
Dale Sorensen
Dale Sorensen
Mary Southard
Sandy Speck
Martha Spencer
Ilya Speranza
John Sperling
Tilda Spross
Eric Stager
Julia Steele
Rebecca Stein
Bob Steinberg
Darrell Stevens and 
Elizabeth Stevens
Irene Stewart
Joanne Strainer
Jordan Strickler
Staci Strobl and 
Matthew Michaels
Laura Strong
Barrett Stuart
Supporter Supporter
McKenzie Sutton
Mary Swilling
Linda Tabb
Troy Tackett
Mary Taddiken
Sadie Tager
Xinrou Tan
Jeffrey Taylor
Debbie Tenenbaum

Lynne Teplin
Sieglinde Teuwen
Rick Thomas
Hale' Tokay
Lana Touchstone
Mary True
Veda Tsoi
Elizabeth Ungar
Donna Uran
Vicky Urbano
Luisa Uribe
Annemiek van Moorst
Jan E Vaughan
Isabel Vazquez
Joseph Vella
Hadewych Verschueren
Hamsa Vicerra
Jean Vitalis
Jean Vitalis
Suzan Vrba
Amanda Waddle
Charles Wagner
Elizabeth Waldron
James Wallrabenstein
Deb Washington
Elizabeth Watts
Diana Weatherby
Nancy Webber
Sherry Weiland
Allan Weiss
Barbara Welch
Katherine Weldon Mitchum
Ross Wells
Ross Wells
Nick White
Trudy White
Lisa Whitsitt
Stewart Wiggers
Kenneth Wilcox
Melissa Willa
Lloyd Williams
Nash Williams
Diana Winett
Phillip Wochner
Kenny Wohl
Kristin Womack and 
Ted Bakkila
Vencci Wong
Lorna Wood
Tom Wood
Connor Woog
Don Worley
Kerry Wright
Tim Yarberry
Rachel Youens
G Yuzawa
Charlotte Zampini

Thank you to our 
donors who wish to 
remain anonymous 
and to those who have 
enabled generous 
employer matching 
contributions.

Please consider adding 
CIEL in your will!

Thank you!
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LOOKING FORWARD
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We are racing a clock to begin negotiating 
a strong plastics treaty in earnest and build-
ing the global movement and momentum 
needed to deliver it. We move from working 
to secure the recognition of the right to a 
healthy environment to catalyzing that 
right into action, decisions, and standards 
of accountability for governments and 
corporations alike. We move from laying 
the foundations for the rights of future 
generations to releasing those principles 
and, with partners, mobilizing a movement 
to convert them into standards and a global 
code of conduct. 

We also face an intensifying timeline in the 
race against the climate crisis. It will demand 
dramatic acceleration and escalation in our 
efforts to prevent false climate solutions 
and to stop further expansion of the fossil 
economy. It demands that we scale our work 
to confront every facet driving the climate 
emergency. This requires supporting the 
expansion of movements like the Caribbean 
movement for a moratorium against oil and 
gas, and supporting the emergence of a coor-
dinated global effort to oppose offshore oil 
and gas drilling in all its forms, and every-
where in the world. 

We must also move beyond confronting 
the plastics crisis to urgently recognize 
and address other dimensions of the fossil 
economy. We will connect communities 
and advocates who, for decades, have been 
defending human health and food sovereignty 
from the toxic impacts of agrochemicals, with 
the climate and toxics movements fighting 
the fossil economy that fuels fossil fertilizers 
and pesticides. And we will work with part-
ners to stop the accelerating petrochemical 
buildout in countries around the world.

Through it all, we will continue to amplify 
and support communities on the frontlines 
and fencelines of these fights and in the 
Global South, because these polluting plants 
and projects are disproportionately sited 
next to communities most impacted by State 
violence, racial discrimination, and historical 
marginalization. In the year ahead, we will 
continue to follow and amplify the leader-
ship of those communities. And we will help 
mobilize the resources and tools that front-
line organizations need to sustain and grow 
that leadership.

Finally, the events of last year have demon-
strated yet again that the fight for a live-
able world, human rights, and sustainable 
democracy are inextricably linked. In the year 
ahead, we will continue to support activists 
and advocates in countries around the world 
who are fighting not only to protect their 
communities and environments, but their 
lives, their livelihoods, and their freedom 
to speak out and speak up.

Support from people like you powers CIEL. 
Your donation to CIEL is an investment 
in these efforts and a demonstration of 
your solidarity with communities around 
the world who are defending the right to a 
healthy planet for us all.

To make a gift online, visit:
act.ciel.org/give2022

Or send your gift to:
1101 15th Street NW, #1100
Washington, DC, 20005, USA

To hear more about the 
impact of your donation:
Please call or email Amanda Kistler at
1.202.742.5832 or akistler@ciel.org

As we look ahead to next year, we know 
that it is going to be both extraordinary 
and intense. 
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1101 15th St NW, #1100
Washington, DC, 20005, USA

Phone: 1.202.785.8700
Email: info@ciel.org

CIEL (Geneva Office)

15 Rue des Savoises 
1205, Geneva, Switzerland

Phone: 41.22.789.0500
Email: geneva@ciel.org

Connect with us:

www.ciel.org

@ciel_org
www.facebook.com/ciel.org

@ciel_tweets


